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Renaissance and 17th-Century British Literature 
ENG 3803, Section 600 
Instructor: Dr. Melissa Caldwell 
Email: mcaldwell@eiu.edu 
Online/Fall 2020 
Office Hours: Monday and Tuesday 3:15-4:45pm, Friday 8-l0am, or by appointment (see 
procedures below) 
Required Course Texts 
Francis Bacon, selections posted on D2L 
Thomas Browne, Religio Medici 
John Donne, Major Works 
Margaret Edson, Wit 
John Milton, Major Works 
Shakespeare, Othello 
Other texts will be posted on D2L-see course calendar for reading assignments 
I. Course Description, Expectations, and Components of the Course 
Course Description and Objectives 
English 3803: Renaissance and Seventeenth-Century British Literature {3-0-3). An overview of 
humanism and ensuing literary, political, religious, and scientific revolutions in British literature, 1500-
1660. 
This course is designed to introduce you to several major British writers of the era known as the 
Renaissance or the Early Modern period. In particular, this semester we will read sixteenth- and 
seventeenth-century literature that gives us a greater understanding of Renaissance notions of emotion, 
desire, and sexuality. This semester, you will 
• Develop your ability to read, analyze, and research early modern prose, poetry, and drama 
• Hone your writing skills by developing papers and substantially revising them based on 
instructor feedback 
• Develop your speaking and listening skills by engaging in lively and thought-provoking classroom 
discussion and debate 
• Develop your understanding of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century history, culture, and science 
by learning about and researching historical and cultural context 
• Familiarize yourself with the variety of electronic resources that scholars use to research early 
modern literature, e.g., Early English Books Online and the Oxford English Dictionary 
While intellectually very rewarding, Early Modern literature is rarely easy for the twenty-first century 
reader. I advise you to give yourself ample time to do the reading carefully and not to flinch when 
confronted by difficulty-and rest assured, you will be confronted by difficulty. In order to rise above 
this challenge, you should be a proactive reader: when you don't understand something, re-read; 
consult textual notes, handbooks and online resources such as the Oxford English Dictionary (available 
through Booth Library's webpage); pose questions in class; and by all means come talk to me during 
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office hours. Class time will be devoted to discussing the political, religious, and intellectual context of 
our readings and to addressing both their inherent complexities and our own confusion. 
Minimum Technological Requirements for English 3803 
• Reliable access to the Internet 
• Ability to navigate various aspects of D2L, our learning management system 
• Ability read documents using Word, PowerPoint (with voiceover component), and Adobe 
Acrobat 
• Ability to create and post documents using Microsoft Word or a comparable format 
• Ability to record and post a short video of yourself 
**If you need help with any of these technological requirements, please contact me. 
Course Expectations and Netiguette 
Similar to a face to face course, this course will require you to spend time "in our classroom" on D2L and 
to complete readings and task in addition to your engagement online. Please be prepared to devote 
considerable time to the reading, writing, and other assignments listed below. If you need help, you 
have several options for contacting me. I will answer queries both via D2L email and Panthermail 
(mcaldwell@eiu.edu), typically within 24 hours, often much sooner. You are also welcome to contact me 
to arrange a video conference. If you have questions or find yourself falling behind, please do not wait 
to contact me. 
Regarding course netiquette, I ask you to observe the following policies: 
1.) Be considerate of other discussion participants when interacting via the discussion board or 
any other electronic form for the duration of this course. Remember that often a writer's 
intention and tone can be lost in electronic formats. Err on the side of too much courtesy rather 
than too little. 
2.) Dismissive, malicious, or otherwise inappropriate comments will not be tolerated. 
3.) You are absolutely welcome to express your own ideas and opinion and to agree or disagree 
with your peers, I ask only that you do so courteously. 
4.) If you do not respect your classmates or your tone is inappropriate, you may be asked to 
redo an assignment and/or lose credit for the assignment entirely. In particularly severe cases, 
you may fail or be dismissed from the course at my discretion. 
5.) Read all feedback you receive from me and discuss any questions you have about your 
feedback. If you are ever in doubt about whether a post violates course netiquette, please email 
me before you post it. 
Weekly Office Hours 
My office hours will be on Mondays and Tuesdays from 3:15-4:45pm and Friday from 8-10. This is the 
time I have set aside to have individual meetings with you. To set up an appointment during that time, 
please use Calandly. Additional appointment times can be created upon request. Unless you indicate a 
preference otherwise, I will use Zoom as our communication platform, with or without video as you 
prefer. 
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II. Course Assignments 
Asshtnments Grade Distribution and Scale l 
!Assignment iWeight I Final Grading Scale 
Discussion Forums and small group meetings 20% 190-100 A 
Exercises (4 total) 20% 80-89 B 
Short Response papers (4 total) '40% 70-79 C 
Final Exam 20% 60-69 D 
Below 60 F 
Overview of Assignments 
1. Discussion Forum and Small Group Meetings: 
Over the course of the semester, there will be 4 Discussion forums and 3 small group meetings. These 
forums and meetings are meant to give you an opportunity to engage with each other about your ideas 
and the material we are studying this week. 
A) Discussion Forums: Discussion forum posts should be thoughtful and on topic. You should 
use direct evidence from the text/s we are studying in order to help illustrate your points. Original forum 
posts should be at least 150 words and are due on the Thursday of the week the forum is assigned. You 
should also reply to at least 2 classmates. Like your original post, your rel pies should be thoughtful and 
should help to move the discussion forward. See the Discussion forum rubric for additional details. Full 
credit will not be given for incomplete work, or for forum posts that lack evidence and development. 
B) Small Group meetings: I will assign you a small group at the start of the semester. The weeks 
that groups are assigned are listed on the course calendar below; I urge you to schedule a time now that 
you all can meet (virtually, of course). I am happy to help facilitate this meeting-I can set up a Zoom 
meeting for you. I will also provide you with some guiding questions for your group meetings. One 
person should be assigned to take minutes for the group, and those minutes should be submitted to me 
by one person in the group (but please put all group members1 names on that attended the meeting). 
2. Exercises 
One short exercise will be given for each unit. The goal of this exercise is to help you master and grapple 
with Renaissance language. Often these will be a kind of translation exercise. These need not be perfect, 
but I do expect you to try your best. 
3. Short Response Papers 
Short, 4-5 page, response papers will be assigned in each unit. Topics and paper requirements will be 
posted on D2L. 
4. Final Exam 
There will be a final exam given during the final exam period. The exam will be cumulative, but it will 
also be open book and note. 
For detailed information about all course assignments, please see assignment sheets posted on D2L. 
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Academic Integrity and Plagiarism 
Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity and conduct as defined in EIU's Code 
of Conduct (http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php). The English Department's policy on 
plagiarism states the following: 
"Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism-'The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, 
and/or thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one's original work' (Random House 
Dictionary of the English Language)-has the right and the responsibility to impose upon the guilty 
student an appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate assignments, of a grade of F for the 
assigned essay and a grade of F for the course, and to report the incident to the Office of Student 
Standards." 
To put this another way: plagiarism absolutely will not be tolerated in this class. Plagiarists will be 
reported to the Office of Student Standards and will fail the course. If you are confused about 
plagiarism at any point in the semester, it is your responsibility to ask me about it before you turn in an 
assignment. 
Information for Students with Disabilities 
If you are a student with a documented disability in need of accommodations to fully participate in this 
class, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services (OSDS). All accommodations must be 
approved through OSDS. Please stop by Ninth Street Hall, Room 2006, or call 217-581-6583. 
Other Resources 
The Student Success Center 
Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals are encouraged to contact the Student 
Success Center (www.eiu.edu/~success) for assistance with time management, test taking, note taking, 
avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to support academic achievement. The Student 
Success Center provides individualized consultations. To make an appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go 
to 9th Street Hall, Room 1302. 
The Writing Center 
You are always welcome to meet with me during office hours to discuss any writing issues. However, I 
also encourage you to use EIU's Writing Center located at 3110 Coleman Hall. This free service provides 
one-to-one conferences with writing center consultants who can help you with brainstorming, 
organizing, developing support, documenting your papers, and working with sentence-level concerns. 
The writing center is open to help any student from any major at any stage of his or her writing process, 
and its system of one-to-one conferences demonstrates value and respect for individual writers, all of 
whom can benefit from feedback about their works in progress. To schedule an appointment, you can 
drop by the center (3110 Coleman Hall) or you can call 581-5929. 
EIU Writing Portfolio 
If you wish to do so, you may submit any essay longer than 750 words to your Electronic Writing 
Portfolio by the end of the semester. Please see me for advise on revising your essay before submitting 
it. 
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ENG 3803 Course Outline 
Week 1: 
Introduction to 
Course and Unit 1 
August 24 - 30 




Week 3: Othello, 
Acts 4-5 






• Intro to 
Renaissance 
Literature 
• Intro to 
Shakespeare 
• The Global 
Renaissance 
• Race and Power 
in early modern 
England 
• Evidence and 
proof 




• Reflection on 
Othello today 
To Read 
• Intro to Renaissance Lit PPT 
• Shakespeare, Othello, and Renaissance 
Tragedy PPT 
• Begin reading Othello, Act I 
To Do 
• Discussion forum post (full group)-
introductions by Aug. 27 at 11:59pm 
• Respond to at least two classmates by 
Aug. 30 at 11:59pm 
To Read 
• Othello, Act 1 - Act 3 
• Read "From London to Marrakesh" in 
Shakespeare's Restless World 
• Week 2 PPT, "Shakespeare's Global 
World" 
To Do 
• Decoding the Code worksheet due by 
Sept. 6 at 11:59pm 
To Read 
• Othello, Act 4-5 
• Watch Shakespeare Solos projects 
• Week 3 PPT 
To Do 
• Discussion forum post: Complete 
Shakespeare's Solos Assignment and post 
to discussion forum by Sept. 11 at 
11:59pm (DF1) 
• Respond to at least two classmates by 
Sept. 13 at 11:59pm 
• Choose adaptation for Week 4 




Week 4: Othello in • Literary • Listen to Ayanna Thompson podcast 
the 21st Century adaptation (posted on D2L) 
• Choose an excerpt of ONE adaptation to 
September 14- 20 read: Toni Morrison's Desdemona, Keith 
Hamilton Cobb's American Moor, or Tracy 
Chevalier's New Boy (all excerpts posted 
on D2L) 
• Listen to Week 4 PPT 
To Do 
• Virtual small group meetings, discussions 
of adaptations with group report. Times 
TBD (SG 1) 
Unit 2: Renaissance Skeptici~m 
• Inductive method To Read 
Week 5: Francis • Idols of the mind • Selections from Francis Bacon (posted on 
Bacon and D2L) 
Renaissance • Week 5 PPT 
Skepticism 
To Do: 
September 21- 27 • Idols Worksheet 
• Turn in Response paper 1 by Sept. 27 at 
11:59pm 
• Mitigated To Read 
Week 6: Approaches skepticism 0 John Donne, "Satire 3" 
to Religious • Thomas Browne, Religio Medici, Bk 1 
Toleration • Week 6 PPT 
September 28 - To Do: 
October 4 • Discussion forum post due on Oct. 1 at 
11:59pm with responses to at least 2 
classmates by Oct. 4 at 11:59pm (DF 2) 
• Education in the To Read: 
Week 7: 2l5t century • Review materials from weeks 1-6 
Contemporary • Toleration in the 
Reflection 21st century To Do: 
• Com~lete Midterm reflection {res~onse 
October 5 - 11 ~a~er 2} by Oct. 11 at 11:59pm 
Un.it 3: John Donne: Self and World 
• Renaissance wit To Read: 
Week 8: John • Self and world • Poems as announced on D2L 
Donne's secular • View PPT 
poetry, holy sonnets 
To Do: 
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October 12 - 18 
Week 9: John 
Donne's 
Meditations 
October 19 - 25 
Week 10: Modern 
meditation on 
Donne: Wit 
Oct. 26-Nov. 1 
Week 11 
Nov. 2-Nov. 8 
Week 12 
Nov. 9-Nov. 15 
Week 13 
Nov. 16-Nov. 22 
Week 14 
Nov. 30-Dec. 6 
• The essay and the 
self 
• Short explication exercise due by Oct. 18 
at 11:59pm 
To Read: 
• Donne's Meditations 
• View PPT 
To Do: 
• Virtual small group meetings, discussions 
of Donne's prose with group report. 
Times TBD (SG 2) 
• Donne in the 21st To Read: 
century 
• Censorship, 
reason, and virtue 
• Virtue, reason, 
and individual 
choice 
• View and/or read Wit 
To Do: 
• Complete Response paper 3 by Nov.1 at 
11:59pm 
To Read: 
• Milton, Areopagitica, p. 236-272 
To Do: 
• Milton Argument exercise due by Nov. 8 
at 11:59pm 
To Read: 
• Milton, Comus, p. 44-72 
To Do: 
• Virtual small group meetings, discussions 
of Camus with group report. Times TBD 
(SG 3) 
• Milton's Satan To Read: 
and the nature of • Milton, Paradise Lost, books 1-2 
evil 
• Milton's Adam 
and Eve 
To Do: 
• Discussion forum post due on Nov. 19 at 
11:59pm with responses to at least 2 
classmates by Nov. 22 at 11:59pm (DF 3) 
To Read: 
• Milton, Paradise Lost, books 4-5 
To Do: 
• Discussion forum post Dec. 3 at 11:59pm 
with responses to at least 2 classmates by 
Dec. 6 at 11:59pm {DF 4) 
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Week 15 • The Fall of Adam To Read: 
and Eve • Milton, Paradise Lost, book 9 
Dec. 7-Dec. 11 
To Do: 
• Response paper 4 due by Dec. 13 at 
11:59pm 
• Course evaluations 
Final Exam due by Wednesday, December 16th at 5pm 
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